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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230 


On file DOC release instructions apply. 





Honorable Robert S, McNamara 
Secretary of Defense 
i/ashington, D, C* 


Dear Bobi 


After further review of our export control policy concerning color 
television equipment, I have concluded that the U.S. Government 
should continue its policy of denying exports to the USSR and the 
Eastern European countries of video tape recorders, magnetic tape, 
and technical data and machinery for the manufacture of these and 
TV picture tubes, all of which are wader COCOH embargo. However, 
we should give favorable consideration to exports to those desti- 
nations of color TV cameras, TV camera tubes, auxiliary studio 
apparatus, TV terminal equipment, test equipment (except that which 
is very advanced or multi-purpose) , odor picture tubes, and TV 
transmitters, all of which are controlled by the United States 
unilaterally. 


RCA and Arapex are pressing the Department of Commerce for an 
immediate export licensing policy decision on this equipment, 
nevertheless, I shall defer making my flnal decision and com- 
municating it to than for a few days in order that you and 
Dean Rusk, to whom I am addressing an identical letter, can 
notify me of your concurrences. 


You will recall that we discussed this problem at the Export 
Control Review Board (ECRB) meeting on March 12, 1965* We found 
that the video tape recorder incorporates advanced secret tech- 
nology and involves a highly classified security problem. 

Because the recorder is under COCOH embargo, the United States 
nay not issue licenses for its export to bloc destinations 
without obtaining prior COCOH clearance* This requires unanimous 
agreement of the COCOH governments . The United States would not 
flout an objection raised by another COCOH g ov e r nment. However, 
Administrative Principle Ho, 3 permits governments to license 
without prior COCOH clearance an embargoed item when it is a 
minor element of a complete package. The ECRB consensus was 
that the overall benefits which the United States would be 
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lively to get ln» toe ©dqptiaa by Europe of the 8»S. irrsc color TV 
otaadardo and Olsten outweighed the risk af our losing toe strategic 
^^logr. A ®^rdi«gy, we occcludod that toe anted States should 
ILeap ae t he aale af the entir® Jf$SC spatm, iaaSMLas to© recorder, 
as a cq^plet e pack age if toe IESB would airport and vet© for to© 

^ ®* s * TF ©timdard© and aystonu IMs 

did not m&m s h&mvm r # that we would approve to© tel© of to© recorder 
"fj »«w* «** fafcarjpad co^onentlf toe^e^^T SSe 
decision van ccnmunicatod to RCA officials cm March 1$, 1965. 

secm^SJS *» P 65 ' Mm voted flor the F«neh 

2£f , £"*£!: **• * eUfln the coodttion pnoedent la our 

ECj .8 docision. It appears to have eliminated to© pwommt of a 

^splot© package a ale of to© American oolor TV staS^Ss and ayat€K 
with accompanying largOHseal© exports of O.S, color television FOIAB4 
©quJpiisent and technical nn«H , t 


Uaderth© present oircOTaUncas, it appears appropriate to continue 

* og OOCOM «hMrg9od oquipnent^ including the 
video tape recorder. This is consistent with oar earlier F <r, iB 
decision. Since to© Soviets voted for the French SSSAS syataa* 
c«> no hanger anticipate s i gnific ant political c otwas rc iai 
Refits lihich would outweigh the security lose to to© Hd.ted 
^tatos !m sales and ©sports of each equlpnent alone. The recorder 
incorporates secret advanced technology! it has important 
Mgfily classified Military uses, Moreover, were to© (tilted States 
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to sufanit ©jscepticns requests to COCG-8 at this tl», Francs or another 
CQQQK 0 i-mnwmt night interpose abjection. In such an ©rent, as 
Loan husk stated at the ECRB meeting, our (toveroaeat would not wont 
to take unilateral action. Even if unanteous GGCQK consent uerc 
obtained for U*S# eaporie of reorders to tiio bloc, tide night Jeopardize 
our ability to have the embargo retained idiee the 396$ CG0C2I list ftev&esi 
takes place in Faria in Icwaraher. The iaportance of this COdOK embargo 
is evident from tiie fact that, although there have been rumors to the 
effect th at the recorder embargo has been violated, these hero not been 
ooofi rw©4 to oar knowledge. 

Ttae remaining equipment is net under OQOOi! «atoar^* Some is presently 
e^ortable to Poland and Haaarda under general license, e«g>, color TV 
camera, TV tesainel equipment. In gpwsral, U.S. eaporfc denial of the 
residual oqulpaont is not effective since comparable equipment is 
available from. non-U.S, sources. 

Sincerely your®. 


m „ Honnor 


Secretary of Sasnaerc® 
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